
Weather
Page 6

Sci/Tech
Page 7

Sports
Page 13

Entertainment
Page 11

Games
Page 9

Will Florida Tech Soon Have a Football Team?

It’s about at this time of the
year when the promise of a new
football season starts to grip col-
lege campuses nationwide. Teams
are busy preparing for their first
few games, and students and fac-
ulty alike are making plans to meet
at their team’s football games to
root their teams on to victory….

….But not at Florida Tech.
However, if Florida Tech President
Anthony J. Catanese has his way,
that will soon change.

A couple of weeks ago Dr.
Catanese gave an unofficial “State
of Florida Tech” speech at
Gleason Auditorium. In that
speech, Catanese broke the news
that Florida Tech was going to
begin an investigation into the
possibility of starting a football
program at the school.

 Dr. Catanese has long been
a proponent of bringing a football
team to Florida Tech, as he even
made reference to doing so in his
opening statement as president of
the university. In Dr. Catanese’s
words recently, “It’s September,
and this is Florida, where football
is king”.  He also has a past his-
tory with initiating the concept of
a football program on a college
campus as he did just that during
his tenure as president at Florida
Atlantic University. That program
played its first game in 2001 after
being given the go-ahead to play
in 1998. At first, the team was a
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fledgling independent school,
but over the past several years it
has grown into a legitimate FBS
Division I (which is the highest
classification for football) team
that even won its first bowl-game
in 2008 and is considered to be
one of the best teams in its con-
ference, which is called the Sun
Belt Conference.

Florida Tech doesn’t even
need to grow as far or as fast as
FAU’s program did (and it would
be tougher given FIT’s lower stu-
dent enrollment) but I think the
question has to be asked: If it can
work at FAU, and it can work at
other state schools recently such
as Florida International University
and the University of South
Florida, then why not at Florida
Tech?

Well, clearly there are many
questions that need to be an-
swered before Florida Tech will
officially start the process of put-
ting together a football program
at the school. First, who is in
charge of determining whether or
not the school will have a foot-
ball program? Dr. Catanese has
directed Mr. Bill Jurgens, who is
the athletic director at Florida
Tech to put together an explor-
atory committee to determine the
benefits and drawbacks of a foot-
ball team at the school. This com-
mittee according to Mr. Jurgens
will be comprised of administra-
tors, staff, and faculty identified
by the Excecutive Council of the
University. Dr. Catanese has also

said that later on in the process
there will be a community commit-
tee as well as a Trustees commit-
tee. Mr. Jurgens adds that the presi-
dent very much wants community
involvement on the project and
that he will also consult students
on the proceedings later on in the
process.

So what exactly are the ben-
efits of starting a football program
at Florida Tech?  First and fore-
most, the football team would be
an aid to the university’s efforts to
attract the best and brightest stu-
dents to the campus. As an ex-
ample, Hendrix College’s explor-
atory committee in conjunction
with two consulting firms for re-
establishing football found that 95

percent of prospective students
considered the presence of a foot-
ball team as a positive factor when
considering perspective schools.
(Source: thecabin.net) The pres-
ence of a football team would also
provide increased visibility for the
university to promote itself to stu-
dents from around the country
that otherwise would not have
been aware of what Florida Tech
had to offer them or that it even
existed.

Second, the presence of a
football team would likely attract
a new influx of cash donated by
alumni and boosters that would
help not only the football team and
the athletic department, but also
academic programs as well. The

presence of a football team would
re-invigorate those who have
graduated and/or are affiliated
with the school with a new sense
of school spirit and that would
ultimately help out the school fi-
nancially.

Third, the football team it-
self would be a cash-cow in time.
In college sports, there are essen-
tially two so-called “revenue
sports” One is men’s basketball,
which Florida Tech does have,
and the other is football. Now,
without that source of revenue,
the athletic department has that
much less to work with. An ex-
ample of how a football team can
help non-revenue sports (This
story is continued on Page 2)
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Melbourne Central Catholic High School possesses a brand new football field.  If Florida Tech
can purchase the site which MCC plans to vacate, this could be the new home for the recently
proposed Florida Tech Football program.  (Photo by Jeff Kelly)


